
Welcome to our Maths Parent Workshop

What maths discussions or 
thinking could you create with 
your child with just one tube of 

Smarties?!



Aims:

• To give an overview of how maths is taught at Garden Fields

• To share some of the practical resources which are used by children in 
maths lessons

• To share strategies you could use to support your child(ren) at home

• To provide time to look more specifically at your child(ren)’s year 
group – what are the key maths objectives being taught? How are 
these taught in school? How can I support my child at home with 
maths?

• To answer any questions you may have



When children leave Garden Fields we would 
like them to:
• Enjoy maths and see its relevance in ‘the real world’.

• Have a growth mindset about maths – developing a ‘can do’/’have a go’ approach.

• Secure knowledge of number facts and a good understanding of the four operations. 

• Use this knowledge to carry out calculations mentally.

• Make use of diagrams and jottings to help record the steps to solving a problem. 

• Have an efficient, reliable, written method of calculation for each operation.

• Mathematical thinking and reasoning – being able to chose efficient methods for a range 
of mathematical problems. They have the skills to problem solve with confidence.



Number

• Number is key to all other aspects of maths.
• It includes:
- Counting
- Understanding number
- Knowing and using number facts
- Calculating

You can make a difference to your child’s learning by playing simple maths 
games little and often. With just a few minutes each day, children’s 
confidence and self-esteem can soar.
The importance of not over-practising!



Calculation Methods

• The maths work that your child is doing in school may look different 
to the kind of ‘sums’ you remember. 

• Many parents express concerns about helping at home and showing 
‘wrong’ methods to their children. 

• Our Calculation Policy outlines how maths is taught from Reception 
through to Year 6 (copies available on the back tables to look at and 
also on our website)



Concrete – Pictorial - Abstract

• All year groups use maths manipulatives – such as:
Dienes, counters, tens frames, Numicon, bead strings (these will be on the 
tables at the back of the hall for you to have a look at and see how they are 
used).



EYFS
• Maths is one of the seven areas of learning and development in The 

Early Years Framework.

• Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to 
develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and 
using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction 
problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measure 



How does it progress?

• Addition:

Reception



National Curriculum

• Key stage 1 - years 1 and 2

• The principal focus of mathematics teaching in key stage 1 is to ensure that pupils 
develop confidence and mental fluency with whole numbers, counting and place value. 
This should involve working with numerals, words and the 4 operations, including with 
practical resources [for example, concrete objects and measuring tools].

• At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to recognise, describe, draw, compare 
and sort different shapes and use the related vocabulary. Teaching should also involve 
using a range of measures to describe and compare different quantities such as length, 
mass, capacity/volume, time and money.

• By the end of year 2, pupils should know the number bonds to 20 and be precise in 
using and understanding place value. An emphasis on practice at this early stage will aid 
fluency.

• Pupils should read and spell mathematical vocabulary, at a level consistent with their 
increasing word reading and spelling knowledge at key stage 1.



Year 2

Year 1



Why?

• Teaching them the understanding rather than the procedure





Lower key stage 2 - years 3 and 4

• The principal focus of mathematics teaching in lower key stage 2 is to ensure that pupils 
become increasingly fluent with whole numbers and the 4 operations, including 
number facts and the concept of place value. This should ensure that pupils develop 
efficient written and mental methods and perform calculations accurately with 
increasingly large whole numbers.

• At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a range of problems, including 
with simple fractions and decimal place value. Teaching should also ensure that pupils 
draw with increasing accuracy and develop mathematical reasoning so they can analyse
shapes and their properties, and confidently describe the relationships between them. It 
should ensure that they can use measuring instruments with accuracy and make 
connections between measure and number.

• By the end of year 4, pupils should have memorised their multiplication tables up to 
and including the 12 multiplication table and show precision and fluency in their work.

• Pupils should read and spell mathematical vocabulary correctly and confidently, using 
their growing word-reading knowledge and their knowledge of spelling.



Year 4

Year 3



Upper key stage 2 - years 5 and 6

The principal focus of mathematics teaching in upper key stage 2 is to ensure that pupils extend their 

understanding of the number system and place value to include larger integers. This should 

develop the connections that pupils make between multiplication and division with fractions, decimals, 

percentages and ratio.

At this stage, pupils should develop their ability to solve a wider range of problems, including 

increasingly complex properties of numbers and arithmetic, and problems demanding efficient 

written and mental methods of calculation. With this foundation in arithmetic, pupils are introduced to 

the language of algebra as a means for solving a variety of problems. Teaching in geometry and 

measures should consolidate and extend knowledge developed in number. Teaching should also ensure 

that pupils classify shapes with increasingly complex geometric properties and that they learn the 

vocabulary they need to describe them.

By the end of year 6, pupils should be fluent in written methods for all 4 operations, including long 

multiplication and division, and in working with fractions, decimals and percentages.

Pupils should read, spell and pronounce mathematical vocabulary correctly.



Year 6

Year 5



Available on the handout table 
and will be on the website.



Copies are available to look at on the tables 
and it is on our website.



How can I support at home?

• Play games!

• Number bonds (to 10/20/100 on onwards!)

• Times table practice

• Notice and discuss patterns and maths all around you.







• http://www.beetle-drive.com/downloads/beetledrive-4-
freegamesheet.pdf

http://www.beetle-drive.com/downloads/beetledrive-4-freegamesheet.pdf


Simple, versatile and practical resources you 
could use at home:
• Dice (subitize)

• Dominoes

• Playing cards – collecting totals, matching and remembering 
numbers.



Everyday ‘real’ maths

• Counting up and down the stairs. 
• Number rhymes. 
• Setting the table – cutlery, mats etc. 
• Pair socks when getting in washing. 
• Counting cars on the way to school. 
• Spotting different numbers in the environment – door numbers, car 

number plates.
• Out shopping – making totals, finding change, % discounts. 
• Time – plan days out, what time to leave, how much money to take. 
• Cooking – weighing ingredients, reading scales, adapting recipes. 
• Keeping score in games.



Times tables
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSb40J9pcck

• Games

• Mymaths

• Useful websites:

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/times-tables

• Songs – lots available to download and on YouTube. 

Linked to popular songs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9os1VUUp5io

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/times-tables
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9os1VUUp5io


b

No online test for times 
tables though as it says at 
the top of the handout!



• Useful 
websites on 
handout on 
the tables



Some advice

• Give lots of praise and encouragement

• Don’t do lots of practice in one session. Little and often is much more 
beneficial.

• Remember that your focused attention is what children like and 
respond to.

• Never say that you were never any good at maths or give any 
indication that it is ok to ‘give up on maths’.



Finally… Smarties maths!

• Maths in everyday situations

• What maths discussions or thinking could you create with your child 
with just one tube of Smarties?!



Thinking is at the heart of 
Mathematics and therefore 

should be at the heart of 
mathematical teaching and 

learning.



Any questions?


