
Garden Fields School  
Newsletter 

Summer Term No 4   19th July 2019 

Happy, Caring and Inspiring  

Farewell to Year 6 
We bid a fond farewell to our Year 6 at our Leavers’ Assembly today. 

The children all received a certificate, their Leavers’ Book and their Y6 Leavers’  

hoodies! 

Yesterday they entertained us with their special end of year play entitled,  

When an Inspector Calls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The play was all about an Ofsted Inspection that takes place at a school called  

Garish Meadows. 

The inspection team were superbly played and frightfully realistic and some of the teachers 

seemed rather familiar!  

Thank you to Mr Berman, Mrs Girdwood and Miss Wray for directing and  

producing such a brilliant play and to all the many staff who have supported them. 

And thank you to the Year 6 children, who sang, acted and danced with aplomb and gave us 

a show to remember! 

We wish them all the very best for the future. 
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Platinum Sports Award 

I am delighted to announce that this week Garden Fields has been awarded the School Games Platinum award! 

The Award is part of the School Games Mark, a government led awards scheme launched in 2012 and administered by national 

charity the Youth Sport Trust. Its aim is to reward schools for a commitment to the development of competition across schools  

and into the community. 

Participating in this process allows schools to evaluate their PE provision, grading them either bronze, silver or gold, and assists 

schools in developing an action plan for future progress. The Platinum Award is the new fourth level of the award scheme,  

introduced to celebrate schools who have shown consistently high-levels of enthusiasm and commitment to school sport.  

Applications are only open to those schools who achieved five successive gold awards, as indeed we had up to this year. 

To achieve the award, a school must meet a certain set of criteria, which includes engaging a high percentage of young people in 

both curricular and extracurricular activities, participating in a minimum number of competitions across different sports, and  

reaching out to target groups including young leaders, volunteers, and those previously identified as the school’s least-active  

pupils.

Thank you to Mrs Johnson, our sports coaches and all of our staff for contributing to this massive achievement for our school. 

St Albans and District Sports Team of The Year 

Mrs Banks: Unsung Hero Award! 

In a great fortnight for our school sport , Garden Fields was also awarded 2 sports awards at last week’s St Albans and District 

Sports Awards at Sandringham’s Sandpit Theatre. 

Firstly, we received the school team of the year award for our Athletics Team.  This was in part due to the inclusive nature of our 

team and the support and opportunities that we give to children with SEN and Disabilities. 

Congratulations to Mrs Johnson, Mrs Smith and all those who have supported our team this year. 

And secondly , Mrs Banks, who works behind the scenes on the administration for both our sports clubs and the many of the  

competitions we enter, as well as supporting with our Netball coaching, won the  

Unsung Hero award!   

Congratulations Mrs Banks! 
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School Uniform and Healthy Snack  

Expectations for September 
With the end of the summer term drawing in, we have seen an increase in the 

number of trainers being worn as school shoes and also non-uniform items 

such as hoodies.   

Hair accessories should also only be in blue, black or red as well. 

Please re-familiarise yourself with our uniform expectations, including PE kit, 

at the link below and let’s all come back looking smart and tidy for  

September! 

https://www.gardenfields.herts.sch.uk/uniform/  
 

Healthy Snacks 
Currently our children in the infants receive free fruit as their morning snack. 

Children in Year 3 upwards are permitted to bring in a ‘healthy snack’.  

Unfortunately we are seeing an increasing number of children ‘raiding’ their 

lunch boxes for break times and we are seeing more and more chocolate  

biscuits. One teacher even spotted a large bag of Doritos this week! 

We ask that from September that children only bring in a fruit or vegetable for 

snack.  We aim to promote healthy lifestyles here at Garden Fields - as  

demonstrated by our huge commitment to school sport and believe that we 

also have a duty to promote children eating a good diet. 

We will also be looking at the break time voucher scheme to also ensure that 

the food on offer here also aligns with our snack time requirements. 

Ofsted have just started a new healthy schools rating scheme that schools can 

participate in, which we are keen to achieve highly in. More information can 

be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/obesity-healthy-eating-and-physical-

activity-in-primary-schools 

https://www.gardenfields.herts.sch.uk/uniform/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/obesity-healthy-eating-and-physical-activity-in-primary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/obesity-healthy-eating-and-physical-activity-in-primary-schools
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Garden Fields Summer Reading Challenge 
During the summer holidays, challenge yourself to do one, two, or all of the 

following: 
 

Have a picture taken of you reading with someone else (for example, 
Mum, Dad, a friend) in an unusual place. 

 
Write a book review for a book you have really enjoyed. Why would you 

recommend it to someone else? (The template is attached to this 
email - a copy can also be found on the school website.) 

 
Create a new design for the cover of your favourite book. 

 
Whatever you do, bring it in, in September, and give it to your new teacher.  

We look forward to seeing how much you have enjoyed reading over the  
summer break! 

Herts Library Service Reading Challenge 
The Herts Library Service are also running a reading challenge this sum-

mer, with a space theme.  You can find out more at your local library 
or at: 

https://tinyurl.com/y54oomes 
 
 

The Train Ride  
by J Crebbin 

https://tinyurl.com/y54oomes
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Sports Day Dramatic Tie! 
After 3 nail-biting Sports Days packed full of sporting competition the overall 

points calculation resulted in a rare tie! 

On Monday Y3 and Y4 Townsend emerged as the winning house, on  

Tuesday we had our Y1 and Y2 Sports Day and Waverley won and Harpenden 

won the Y5 and 6 event on the Wednesday.  

When the points were added together from the three days we ended with an 

amazing draw between Harpenden and Townsend. 

Well done to all of our children however for really getting into the spirit of the 

event 

 

 

House winners - Harpenden 
The house points winners were also announced last week and this year’s  

champions were Harpenden. They gained the most house points over the 

whole academic year and therefore won the opportunity of spending part of 

the school day on the inflatables on Monday. 

Congratulations to all of the children in Harpenden house! 
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House Captains and Sorts Captains for 2019/20 

 

 

Batchwood House 

House Captains: 

Holly F 

Oliver A 

Sports Captains: 

Ella M  

Henry T 

 

Waverley House 

House Captains: 

Zachary H 

Hana M 

Sports Captains 

Sasha T 

Lucas S 

 

Townsend House 

House Captains 

Gabi B 

Sam C 

Sports Captains: 

Alice A 

Otis L-J 

 

Harpenden House 

House Captains 

James H 

Lydia T 

Sports Captains: 

Eddie J 

Megan J 
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Head’s Summer Tea 
The following children attended the headteacher’s tea at the end of term.  

Charlie A – Medway - Superb Rainforest Top Trumps 

Jago A – Moorhen - Excellent use of language (Titanic writing)  

Jake R – Moorhen - Super diary writing – great use of imagery (Titanic writing) 

Jacob K – Moorhen - Very detailed diary entry (Titanic writing) 

Oliver M – Ver - Medical recovery and attitude 

James L – Kestrel - Behaviour, attitude and effort 

Arthur C – Primrose - Behaviour and effort 

Ollie H-H – Lea - Fundraising efforts 

Uzair A-H – Cedar - Fundraising efforts  

Zachary H and Oliver H – Moorhen and Beech - Fundraising efforts 

Ines B – Moorhen - Excellent translation support and behaviour in France 

Aiza T – Ver - Excellent school report 

Stella L – Kestrel – Excellent attitude and behaviour at Girls Football tournament 

Elettra F - Medway - Excellent school report 

Alexandra K - Thames - Excellent school report 

Ama A-B - Larch - Excellent school report 

 Layla T - Pine - Excellent school report 

Emelia H - Willow - Excellent school report 

 Holly S - Oak - Excellent school report 

I have now had 44 children join me this year for afternoon tea and I look  

forward to hosting many more over our next academic year. 

Head and Deputy for the Day 
Anna M (Curlew) and Stella L (Kestrel) were Head and Deputy Headteacher for the 

morning on Wednesday this week. 

They won this opportunity on the PTA silent auction at the May Fair earlier this term. 

I gave them a guided tour of the school during which they were greeted by each 

class. They also had refreshments in the head’s office and carried out an inspection 

of some of the classes. 

They also helped me to investigate the strange disappearance of  

Mrs Kemp Robertson’s fan! 

They made for a very dynamic leadership team! 
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Other Achievements 

Oliver’s Story 
Oliver (Ver Class) received some fantastic news this term. As some of you may be aware, 

Oliver had a battle with cancer (Neuroblastoma) when he was younger. As most people 

who have been affected by cancer know, it is a great achievement and milestone to reach 

5 years in remission because this means that the patient is ‘officially a survivor of cancer’. 

Back in May, Oliver went to Great Ormond Street for his 5th year scan and to Oliver and 

his family’s relief and joy, it was all clear! 

So this means that Oliver is ‘Officially a survivor of cancer’. 

Congratulations Oliver—this is fantastic news! 

Head and Deputy for the Day 
Anna F (Curlew) and Stella (Kestrel) were Head and Deputy Headteacher for the 

morning on Wednesday this week. 

They won this opportunity on the PTA silent auction at the May Fair earlier this term. 

I gave them a guided tour of the school during which they were greeted by each 

class. They also had refreshments in the head’s office and carried out an inspection 

of some of the classes. 

They also helped me to investigate the strange disappearance of Mrs Kemp -

Robertson’s fan! 

They made for a very dynamic leadership team! 

Kalyani Success 
Kalyani in Cedar Class has passed her Grade 1 Violin with Distinction. She got an excellent 145 

out of 150 ! 

This is a fabulous achievement for a seven year old. 

Well done Kalyani! 
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Vikings 

 
 

 

At last week’s Monday Sports Day we witnessed Viking Raiders on the 

top field! 

Not only this, but apparently a number of raids were made in  

classrooms across the school! 

It is alleged that these raiders were about the age of Year 4 children. 

We continue to investigate! 
 

Autumn Term Return Date 

Thank you to the whole Garden Fields Community for 

your support this year—staff, parents, carers, families 

and of course our children, and for all of your hard 

work this year! 

The children return on Wednesday 4th September.  

Have a great summer everyone! 


