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Growing Hearts and Minds
As mentioned in previous newsletters, over the last term at Garden Fields we have
been looking at developing our own set of core values that we wish to instil in our
work at the school and develop in our children.
We have also looked at the key learning attributes which we wish to foster in our
children through our approach to the curriculum.
The values chosen are as follows:

Respect
Look after each other and our world

Responsibility
Step up

Compassion
Choose humanity

Diversity
Value uniqueness

Cooperation
Think team

Integrity
Act with honesty and courage

The idea is that these values will be a key reference point for assemblies, PSHE and
other work around behaviour and attitudes that we teach at Garden Fields. Some of
the terms are quite difficult to define for young learners but our aim is that they
will develop their understanding of them over their time with us — and most
importantly acting in this way when they leave us and move on through secondary
school and life beyond!
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Learning Competencies
As well as looking at the moral values that we wish to promote at Garden Fields we also
looked at the types of learning attributes or competencies that we wanted our children to
develop.
In the end we have decided to follow Michael Fullan's 6 Learning Competencies.
These are:
Character; Collaboration; Communication; Creativity;
Critical Thinking and Citizenship

6C’s

We are now reviewing our curriculum to ensure that it develops these skills and becomes more
enquiry based in order to develop the attributes above, including a greater emphasis on
enquiry and questioning skills in order to develop deeper learning.
We are also aiming to link our curriculum themes across our year groups and across subjects
to ensure that opportunities to make links and connections are fully utilized to make
children's learning deeper.
We are also trying to incorporate lots of learning connected to our local area and
incorporating our many historical global links with St Albans.
It’s a very interesting process, but will take some time and we are keen to not lose any
topics that our children have enjoyed and have learnt well through.
In some cases it will be more the way that we teach them - to make them more enquiry based
in order to develop our children's thinking skills.
In the meantime our Junior Leadership Team have spoken to our children about a new
competition to design logos to represent our new values. If any parents have a design
back ground and may be able to bring our children's ideas to
‘digital life’ then do come and see me!
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The JLT School
Values Competition
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STEAM Week
It's erm.. full steam ahead towards our Science, Technology, Engineering, Art
and Technology week at the moment!
We currently have a range of activities across the school being prepared for
the week before half term—including work shops from Primary Futures and
Accenture, clay model making, bridge building, various scientists and even a
Planetarium!
More details will follow, but if you haven't contacted us yet and have
something to offer then please do!

Have a great weekend—we have two celebrations that will be
celebrated tomorrow:
Happy Chinese New Year
- this year it’s the Year of the Rat
And for those of you with connections north of the border
- Happy Burns Night!

