
  

 

 

 

13th March 2020 

Dear Parents, Staff and Governors, 

I am just writing to update you regarding our current advice over the coronavirus. 

The school continues to follow the advice from Public Health and in particular their daily bulletins 

for educational establishments. At the time of writing we have not yet had today’s advice but many 

of you will have heard the news bulletins regarding the announcement from the government 

yesterday in relation to the country moving to the ‘delay phase’ in terms of the attempt to combat 

the spread of COVID-19. 

The main advice in summary is as follows: 

 The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of a new 

continuous cough and/or high temperature. If you have these symptoms, however mild, stay 

at home and do not leave your house for 7 days from when your symptoms started. You do 

not need to call NHS 111 to go into self-isolation. If your symptoms worsen during home 

isolation or are no better after 7 days, contact NHS 111 online. If you have no internet access, 

you should call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999. 

 Wash your hands more often than usual, for 20 seconds using soap and hot water, 

particularly after coughing, sneezing and blowing your nose, or after being in public areas 

where other people are doing so. Use hand sanitiser if that’s all you have access to. 

 To reduce the spread of germs when you cough or sneeze, cover your mouth and nose with 

a tissue, or your sleeve (not your hands) if you don’t have a tissue, and throw the tissue away 

immediately. Then wash your hands or use a hand sanitising gel. 

 Clean and disinfect regularly touched objects and surfaces using your regular cleaning 

products to reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other people. 

We have had no guidance from either Public Health or Hertfordshire County Council to either close 

or take any action in regard to large gatherings. Therefore we are not, currently, cancelling next 

week’s parent consultations. However, we are completely mindful that the advice may change and 

we continue to ensure that we keep ourselves up to date with the latest guidance. 

 

Y5 French Trip 2020/ Y6 Trip to Manor Adventure 

With the advice, only yesterday evening, from the government advising schools to not undertake 

overseas education trips for children under 18, in terms of our France trip it looks almost certain 

that this will now not go ahead.  I spoke with the tour company this morning and we are just 
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negotiating over our cancellation terms to ensure that we do not incur excessive costs. If I officially 

cancel today then I may jeopardise these negotiations.  I will keep you informed as soon as I can tell 

you more.  

In terms of our Manor Adventure trip, there is no guidance from Public Health to cancel domestic 

school trips, but with this trip still some time away and with advice being updated almost daily, then 

the situation may of course change. 

 

These are of course unprecedented times for schools.  I have met with senior staff and governors 

this week to ensure that our emergency procedures for school closure are robust, should we need 

them, and continue to talk with colleagues in other schools to share thoughts. Overall though, we 

continue to take our lead from Public Health and we also receive regular advice from Hertfordshire 

County Council Public Health Service. 

 

Please remember that it is important that we have the most up to date mobile and contact numbers 

for every parent in school. If you have changed your contact details recently then please remember 

to let us know. Thank you. 

 
Mr Farrugia 
Head Teacher 
 

 

 


