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18th March 2020 as at 3:30pm 

Dear Parents, 

I am just writing to you with a further update regarding our current advice over the coronavirus. 

With daily bulletins from the government the situation remains very fluid, but we will seek to 

notify you of any key decisions that influence the running of the school.  Many parents and 

colleagues ask me whether I have any further information beyond what we hear from the 

government but unfortunately I don’t know any more than you! 

For up to date guidance please use the following links: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-

response 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-

19 

The Prime Minister is also now giving out daily bulletins each afternoon which are broadcast live 

on news channels. 

I am currently working with staff and governors to ensure that we have procedures in place in 

the event of school closure, although we have no indication of whether this will happen or not. 

Teachers have been working hard to prepare planned work activities for their children in the 

event of the school having to close. Please ensure that our school office has your up to date 

contact details. 

As a school we moved swiftly on Tuesday morning, after the announcement the previous evening, 

to ensure that cover teachers were in place should they be needed. With the new guidance 

around self-isolation and vulnerable groups needing to ‘social-distance’, we realised that a 

number of staff may be absent. 

I am pleased therefore that we have managed to secure some of our regular, experienced supply 

teachers for the lead up to Easter. 

We have also stopped assemblies, a number of clubs and lettings and these decisions have been 

taken on a case by case basis. 

I know from conversations and emails with our whole school that there are a range of opinions 

on all kinds of coronavirus related decisions. I would like you to know that we are in ‘uncharted 

waters’ here and I am consulting with governors, staff and ultimately government guidelines to 

try and make the best decisions in the interests of our children. 
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Thank you for notifying us if your child is not in school because of illness or if you are having to 

self-isolate. Please note that once you have notified us that your family is self-isolating then you 

do not need to ring us again to register the absence as it is then assumed that you will not return 

for 14 days.  

We have tight procedures in place to ensure that hands are regularly washed – on entry to school, 

before and after eating food and before the children leave at the end of the day and after toilet 

use. Please continue to remind your children of the importance of good hygiene at home.  

Please note that we have an enormous number of emails coming into the office.  We are currently 

only able to answer emergency ones.  A great deal of our time is going into establishing reasons 

for absence, ensuring we have enough available staff to take classes and in covering our lunch 

hour. 

Please note that the Department of Education has a helpline to available to answer questions 

about COVID-19 relating to education and social care.  Staff and parents can contact this helpline: 

0800 046 8687 (8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday to Sunday) 

Please do all take good care and look after one another during these difficult times. 

 
 
Mr Farrugia 
Headteacher 
 

 

 


