
  

 

 

 

20th March 2020 as at 10:30am 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We sent out a survey yesterday to begin to get indicative numbers of how many children may need 
to be in school next week due to parents being key workers. At that time we did not know the exact 
classification in order to determine which occupations would be included in this list. However we 
now have a definitive list of who is classed as a key worker – further information can be found by 
following the government report via the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-
provision 

The new guidance does not state that both parents have to be key workers as we had previously 
thought and so we are now asking parents in a new survey to declare whether either parent in their 
family is a key worker. 

However, it is also important to state that the most recent scientific advice on how to further limit 
the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance 
of the virus spreading.  The government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever 
possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend.  

The fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the 
lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. Schools 
are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children – children 
who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be 
safely cared for at home.  

Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who work in health and social 
care and in other key sectors can be found in the above link. Many parents working in these sectors 
may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. And every child who can be safely cared for at 
home should be. 

The advice continues with some key principles: If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then 
they should be.  If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical 
worker, then educational provision will be available for them.  

Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social 
distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions. 
Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which 
can continue to spread the virus.  

Garden Fields J.M.I School                                                              
Townsend Drive 
 St. Albans 
 Herts 
AL3 5RL 
Telephone 01727 890440 

 E-mail : admin@gardenfields.herts.sch.uk    
 Website :  www.gardenfields.herts.sch.uk 
  



  

  

 

Headteacher : Mr A. Farrugia 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


What do I do now? 

 If, following the new guidance, your employment now fits the category of key worker, and 
you are unable to make alternative arrangements and need your child to come to school 
then please complete the new survey. 

 If you are a key worker, but your partner is not, and unable to make alternative 
arrangements for your child during this difficult time, please complete the survey, even if 
you completed it yesterday. 

 Others who have already completed our previous survey and there is no change, should not 
complete this version as your details have already been logged.  

As for our staff, we appreciate that many keyworkers will be working on a rota and are awaiting 
details. Please complete as if you require usual full time school care and we will deal with the detail 
later. 

I would be most grateful if you could respond to our survey today by 1 pm so that the school can 
plan and prepare for next week, as appropriate. 

This is the LINK to the survey. 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely 

Mr Farrugia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5513566/Key-worker-survey-20-March-2020

