
  

 

 

 

27th March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Thank you for your support over this first week of ‘closure’ and I hope that you and your families 
are safe and coping at home.  

At school we have had a number of staff on a rota supporting a small number of the children of 
keyworkers and I would like to thank them greatly for their hard work to keep the school open for 
these children.  Please be reminded that this is only for essential use by keyworkers, where all other 
options for childcare have been exhausted, as this requires school staff to put themselves at risk.  If 
these parents are working from home then the expectation is that you keep your children at home 
with you, as this is safer for everybody. We have of course now entered a period of ‘lockdown’ since 
the school closures at the end of last week and it is vitally important that we respect this. 

Also, since the closure at the end of last week, we have issued our first 2 learning packs. This is an 
evolving process and staff have been being incredibly proactive at sharing ideas for home learning, 
finding ever-growing links to new, potential learning activities for our children.  They, like you, are 
still adjusting to a completely new, challenging situation and I would urge you to respect this.  This 
is not a situation that we have had a long time to prepare for and our teachers are working 
enormously hard to make this period of home-learning as easy as possible. Many of our teaching 
staff – just like you – are battling with their own children for a workspace, for laptops, for help and 
for attention, and that is if they are not in school teaching themselves. Some staff members are also 
caring for vulnerable loved ones at the same time. We are very much in the same boat and share 
your thoughts and difficulties.  

Many thanks for your supportive comments over this first week – it really is appreciated! 

Dear amazing GFS staff, thank you so much for everything you are doing during this unprecedented time - 

we are so grateful to you all.   

I want to say thank you so much for making arrangements so quickly for the school to remain open for key 

workers children.  

Thank you for all you help and support. 

Thank you so much for having put this all in place for me with such ease, it really has been appreciated. 

You are all doing a great job, as ever! 

I am very grateful for all the hard work the school is putting in. You are amazing. 

We highly appreciate all the time and efforts that you and the entire school staff are putting to allow the 

school operate in these difficult times. This is remarkable. 

Thank you for your email, & for all of the amazing work the school has done in response to this crisis. It’s been 

incredible! 

Thank you for everything. Remember you are all AMAZING. 
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We welcome the comments that we have had so far regarding our home-learning, but please note 
that our packs, delivered via the year group blogs, will continue to evolve over time. Our home-
learning packs were a quick, but still well thought out, first response to an emergency situation and 
should be seen as this. There is plenty for the children to do should they choose. There are a range 
of activities that we have provided online links for if we believe they may be useful, to extend your 
children’s learning if you choose to.  It is impossible to create an exact classroom teaching 
experience remotely. In the classroom, a teacher is able to respond quickly to issues that children 
are facing and adapt the lesson.  This isn’t possible in home learning and we certainly do not expect 
you as parents and carers to be able to do this!  

The teaching unions this week have provided a useful summary of the challenges around home-
learning this week: 

This is not education as we have known it. SATS, GCSEs, AS and A level exams, as well as Ofsted 
inspections have all been cancelled. 

Children and young people have very different home lives and very different levels of parental 
support. It is not feasible to carry on as before during this crisis. We cannot ‘home school’ the nation’s 
children. 

Children in school will not be following a normal timetable – with lessons and homework. The focus, 
certainly in the short-term, will be on ensuring that children are safe and supported. In the slightly 
longer-term, teachers or educators may have more capacity to think about the learning 
opportunities they can provide to children in school, recognising that this is likely to continue to look 
very different from a whole-day timetable of structured lessons. 

Whilst the immediate focus will be caring for and supporting those pupils in school, leaders and 
teachers are also starting to put in place processes and resources to support children’s learning at 
home. However, it is not possible to replicate a usual school experience at home. It is not reasonable, 
or feasible for schools to continue to provide a ‘normal’ school education during this time. Many 
schools do not have the resources to do this and we know that children and young people have very 
different home circumstances. Some will have good access to the internet. Others will not. 

As schools start to think about how they might want to support those pupils at home, they need to 
be mindful of these very different circumstances, particularly pupils’ access to technology, which may 
have changed as whole families are working from home. There may be children who aren’t able to 
complete online work and in these situations schools should set alternative or complementary 
learning activities that do not require technology. JOINT TEACHING UNION ADVICE on COVID-19 

The most important message that we would like to send out at this time is that your children’s 
welfare and the welfare of your family is of utmost importance here! We do not wish for home 
learning to be a battleground and we know that the capacity for individual families to manage it will 
be very different.  We want families to have the best quality time together possible – we don’t often 
get a chance to spend time together like this! 

A big change next week in the evolving ‘shape’ of our home learning will be our year group emails, 
which we will use as a form of communication between year groups and parents. Many thanks to 



our admin team and some of our Senior Leadership Team for answering the questions that we have 
had this week. 

We will provide you with these addresses next week with some clear parameters for their use. They 
are not designed to create bespoke curriculums for individual children but should be a useful 
mechanism for support with home learning.  We think that you will find them useful.  I will also put 
out a response to some of your frequently asked questions that you have sent in this week. 

I will cover this all in more detail in the early part of next week. In the meantime we would like you 
to relax this weekend and have some quality time together if you can. It’s a chance to dust off some 
of those old board games, get the water colours out or do some home baking – I’m sure that there 
are plenty more imaginative ideas that you can think of than mine! 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Farrugia 
Headteacher 

 


