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21st May 2020 

School Opening Plans Update  

Dear EYFS. Year 1 and Year 6 Parents, 

Many thanks to all of you who completed our survey.  We are currently working out potential class groups or 

‘bubbles’ as we are calling them for the return in June.  We are working on the assumption that everyone is 

coming back in the first week of June, bar those who said on the survey that their children were definitely not 

coming back.  We have assumed this so that we can guarantee that we have the correct amount of staff in to 

support each group. 

However, if you did not complete the survey or were unsure, then please notify us as soon as possible so that 

we can confirm our pupil groupings for June – admin@gardenfields.herts.sch.uk.  Many of my team will be 

working next week over half-term to finalise these groups and we will then release full details including 

organisation for the day. 

Just to answer some of the common queries that came up on the survey: 

In terms of queries about sorting children into friendship groups, we have  sorted  the children alphabetically in 

order to have a system that is administratively workable, however once split into these groups we will begin to 

look friendships, social mixes etc when we organise into bubbles. 

Some parents have asked whether children will be with a specific teacher but because classes are being split 

into bubbles we cannot ensure that all children will be with their teacher.   

Others have asked about our hygiene/safety measures.  Here are some but they are not exhaustive, and further 

details will follow: 

 The children will be washing hands once they come into school, before and after breaks, before and 

after food, when they have been to the toilet and before they come home – and at any other point that 

that is necessary; 

 Each classroom sink will have a hand-pump and a bottle of sanitizer; 

 Children will work, eat and play only with their group leader(s).  They will have their own classroom and 

own designated space outside.  They will be sat as socially distanced as possible at desks – even in 

reception – but we cannot guarantee complete social distancing. Some classrooms may look rather 

different as some furniture will be moved out. Equipment and soft toys etc. may be moved out.  We 

have bought a large supply of milton disinfectant should we wish to use any equipment – so that it can 

be cleaned; 

 Equipment will be kept to a minimum and children will need to bring in their own pencil cases which 

then stay in school until they are next in; 

 Some learning staff may be in PPE if they are working with children who soil, wet etc. Or if they are in a 

vulnerable group or have vulnerable members at home. 
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 Outside apparatus will be taped off; 

 Cleaner and cloths will be in each room to clean tables down over the school day 

 Our cleaning company will work over the Wednesday deep clean classes before the second groups come 

in on the Thursday and Friday 

 We will link learning in the classrooms, home learning and key worker groups as much as we can, but as 

stated in our strategic aims, our priority will be our pupils emotional wellbeing 

 Start and end times will be different for each year group and break and lunch times staggered 

When we publish the ‘bubble’ groups next week, you will be given a guidance document which will give further, 

fuller details, but I just wanted to give you a flavour of the measures that we are taking to ensure high standards 

of safety for the partial return in June. 

Many thanks for all of your comments in the survey. We have had so many positive and supportive comments 

and emails this week, which have been truly touching and have really helped to keep us going this week. We 

know that for some our plans are less than ideal but they have been made in the interest of everyone’s safety 

and I very much wish that we could meet everybody’s needs. 

Thank you also for the wonderful videos that have come in over the last fortnight – I will mention more about 

those in tomorrow’s newsletter! 

Kindest regards, 

Mr Farrugia 

 

 

 

 

 


