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18th May 2020 

School Closure Update Letter  

Plan for June Reopening 

Dear Parents, 

Today I am announcing our school plan for reopening the school to children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

children on 1st June 2020 after the conclusion of the half-term break. 

As I explained on Friday it will only be possible to open the school to some pupils from these year groups on 

certain days due to the number of pupils involved. This for us is a potential 221 pupils together with the 

additional children of keyworkers.  We have the physical space to accommodate the pupils but my staff are 

considerably depleted by those who need to shield either due to their own conditions or those of family 

members. 

As an SLT we looked at a range of options last week – none of which was perfect – and we have finally decided 

on a scenario that we put to our Governing Body on Friday evening for approval. 

As a Governing Body we also looked strategically at what we are trying to achieve for our children during this 

period of time until we reopen. We agreed upon the following: 

“To provide a structured and phased return to an educational environment for as many children as possible, 

with key focus on the emotional well-being of children in accordance with government guidance.” 

and for Home Learning: 

“To provide an adaptable educational experience at home for children who are unable to come to school.” 

The system that we intend to use for the first three weeks back in June will be to split each of these three year 

groups in half and bring back half on Monday and Tuesday each week and the other half on Thursday and Friday.  

This will enable the school to be ‘deep cleaned’ on the Wednesday and also allow staff planning, preparation 

and assessment time.   

The planning time will be key as we will have a number of children being taught by staff who do not usually work 

in that year group. This is because staff from different year groups including our full time and more experienced 

teaching assistants will be on the rota to teach. They will therefore need guidance from the regular teachers 

from that year group. 

Teachers from Year R, 1 and 6 will also continue to provide home learning, as there will be a number of children 

from these year groups who cannot come to school, because they have to shield either themselves or members 

of their families.  Other teachers will be planning home learning for the children who are not coming into school 

as well as being on the rota for those that are. So again, this middle day will help to ensure that everyone is 

getting some form of educational experience in line with our aims. 
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By splitting the Year Group in half it will be easier, though by no means certain, that we can socially distance 

children to some extent as the groups will be no more than 10 in reception, 13 in Y1 and 15 in Year 6.  

Government guidance is that these groups should be no greater than 16. We are now beginning the process of 

rearranging our classrooms in order that children can sit as far apart as possible. 

The school will be very different to what the children are used to as they will be working, eating and playing only 

within their groups.  Each group will have a group leader (teacher or teaching assistant) and they will remain in 

that group for the day. 

Children will be kept in their groups but we hope to have enough staff for them to eat with their group with a 

regular adult supervising.  They will need to have either a packed lunch from home or a school packed lunch as 

social distancing will be enormously difficult in the dining hall and we will not have enough staff to run both the 

dining hall and the playgrounds/field. 

The children of keyworkers will need to remain in one group (split by age into infants and juniors as they are 

usually at present) to avoid them mixing with the groups coming in on separated days.  If parents of keyworker 

children wish their children to go back into being taught with their year group then they can only have the 2-day 

offer. We are looking at maintaining hub provision for current keyworker children but we will not be able to 

open it out to other non-key worker children to prevent different school groups from mixing. 

The school will look very different to our children as not only will classrooms be set up differently but we will 

need to reorganise and minimise the equipment that is used. This is because it will need cleaning before being 

used by other children in keeping with government guidance.  

We will also be using a one-way system for drop off, staggered entry and leaving times as well as staggered 

breaks and lunchtimes.  Strict cleaning protocols will be adhered to throughout the day, including all staff and 

children washing their hands thoroughly with soap and water on arrival and before leaving the school grounds 

every day, in addition to when using the toilet, before and after eating and going outside. Additional soap will 

be provided in all classrooms and used regularly throughout the day and hand sanitisers provided outside at 

different points of entry, however I must repeat that we can only minimise the risk of infection, not completely 

eradicate it. 

I just want you to be clear that our school day will be very different to our usual Garden Fields experience before 

you agree to bring your children back. We will do our utmost to provide you the very best service under these 

restrictions but I just wanted to alert you to how we are planning for your children from these year groups to 

come back. 

I know that this is a lot of information to take on board but please consider whether you wish your child to return 

to school, knowing all the information I am now sharing with you, and having given yourselves time to reflect. 

We will be sending a survey out tomorrow for return by Wednesday morning, but I wanted to give you this 

information today in order to give you time to think about it. 

The government has been clear in its guidance to parents that whilst encouraging children and young people in 

the eligible year groups and priority groups to attend school, unless they are self-isolating or there are other 

reasons for absence (such as shielding due to health conditions), parents will not be fined for non-attendance at 

this time. You are simply being asked to notify the school so that we are aware of your decision which will guide 

us with sorting the children into groups ready for June. 
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It is also worth noting that this is a short-term plan to cover the first three weeks in June. The government are 

considering a full return for the last month of the school year and our senior leadership team and governors are 

monitoring the situation closely.  We will update you whenever we find out more and continue to keep up 

communications as best as we can.  Many thanks to those of you who have sent us messages of support and 

understanding at this difficult time. I cannot wait until the time when I can inform you all that Garden Fields is 

open for everybody again once and for all. 

With best wishes, 

 

Mr Farrugia 

 

 


