
  

 

 

 

15th May 2020 

School Closure Update Letter – Thoughts on June Opening  

Dear Parents, 

It has been a very challenging week with long daily senior leadership meetings in 

which we tried to make sense of the government’s plans for the reopening of schools 

in June. 

I just wanted to make clear that we are aiming to open the school in as safe a way as 

possible, and basically, I have to make the decision at the most fundamental level on 

the space needed to provide maximum groups of 15 children together with enough 

available staff to take each group as well. 

It is becoming clear that on the latter measure – numbers of staff – that currently we 

do not have enough staff to do this.  I have a number of staff classified as extremely 

vulnerable or shielding with family members who are. I also have a large number of 

part time staff as well as a number of support staff who do not have the experience 

to teach a group of children each day, every day. 

Over this week, we have looked at a number of potential models of how we might 

work and I wanted to pre-warn you at this point that we simply won’t be able to take 

all of these children back on every day from the 1st June. I have also managed this 

week to talk with many of my fellow headteachers in the city, which has been 

incredibly useful in terms of sharing ideas.  I believe that many of them – especially 

where they have all through primaries with infants and juniors – are looking to bring 

groups back in smaller groups and potentially on different days.   

The idea of bringing back what for us would be 221 children plus the children of key 

workers from the other year groups in one go in June, is not feasible in any safe 

scenario that my team have discussed. 

Early next week I will be sending out a proposal of how we plan a return for our 

children from June.  We will also be surveying the parents from the 3 year groups to 

see whether they wish to send their children back to school.  Every effort will be made 
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to make the school as safe as possible but I have to say that even at this stage we know 

that we cannot completely ensure two metre social distancing in a primary school.  By 

reducing our numbers on site each day however, we hope to be able to create a safer 

environment with greater spacing and less social mixing. 

As for the whole school returning for the final month of the year, as is the 

government’s aspirational aim, we do not know yet whether this will happen as it is 

dependent upon the infection rates/scientific evidence over the next few weeks.   

We can only hope that we see some advances over the next few weeks with the new 

anti-body tests, testing kits etc. so that our means of controlling outbreaks in the 

future improve to a point where we can all return safely as a school community. We 

can all long for the day when this is all a distant memory! 

Before the end of this half term, I will also put out another newsletter sharing some 

of your children’s lovely work.  Thank you again for all you are doing to support your 

children’s learning!   

Have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Farrugia 


