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Autumn Days 

Well Autumn is well and truly upon us with some glorious colours on the leaves of the trees and some 

spectacular skies in the early morning and at dusk. 

I think many of our children (and parents!) are ready for  a spot of  

hibernation as well,  as we go into the half term holiday! 

We rounded off the half term with a pumpkin carving competition organised by our PTA. 

Thank you to Gill Gunby (Chair), Kam Grewal (Treasurer) and Suzanne Brooks (Vice Chair) for leading 

the committee this year and also to those who have joined the committee itself as we go into what 

will be a somewhat challenging year in terms of event organisation. 

Kam has set up a GoFundMe page to help us raise funds this year towards the music studio that we 

began raising funds for over the last academic year. 

You can find it at: 

gf.me/u/y5vfi9  

We are grateful for any contributions as our events will be severely restricted this year. 

Despite this, as well as this week’s pumpkin making event, the PTA have organised a  

special (Covid-safe) outdoor Pumpkin Trail for half term. 

Please support the event! 

More details are available on PTA Social. 

  

 

 

Cooperation 

Growing Hearts and Minds 

Respect Diversity Responsibility Integrity Compassion 

gf.me/u/y5vfi9


Growing Hearts and Minds 

Pumpkin Winners 

Leela’s pumpkin  

Reception winner 

Connie’s  pumpkin  

Year 1 winner 

Freddie C’s  pumpkin  

Year 2 winner 

Isabella K’s  pumpkin  

Year 3 winner 

Victor B’s  pumpkin  

Year 4 winner 

India’s  pumpkin  

Year 6 winner 

  Ada’s pumpkin  

Year 5 winner 

Many thanks indeed to everybody who en-

tered the competition.  Judging was incredi-

bly difficult  - so well done to everyone as 

the entries were so good that it was a very  

difficult choice! 

On the next page we have a full list of  

winners and the winners of the parent/

carers’ and staff sections of the  

competition! 



Growing Hearts and Minds 

Pumpkin Winners 

Reception  1st Leela (Bluebell) 

2nd Bea (Snowdrop) 

3rd Leo (Primrose) 

Year 1 1st Connie (Beech) 

2nd Ivy (Willow) 

3rd Emilio (Oak) 

Year 2 1st Freddie C (Pine) 

2nd Quentin (Larch) 

3rd Jacob (Cedar) 

Year 3 1st Isabella K (Ver) 

2nd Maisie (Ver) 

3rd Thomas M (Lea) 

Year 4 1st Victor (Avon) 

2nd Daniel L (Medway) 

3rd Lacey (Avon) 

Year 5 1st Ada (Swallow) 

2nd Finley S (Moorhen) 

3rd Zachary (Moorhen)  

Year 6 India (Curlew) 

Sophie A (Nightingale) 

Bella (Nightingale) 

Parent winner: 

Cherith Desmeules  

Staff winner: 

The Year 6 Team 



Growing Hearts and Minds 

 

 

The ABCs of St Albans and Flag Project 
Well, we have now reached the culmination of this project and we look forward to celebrating some of 

the work with you when we get back after half term. 

Each year group is putting together a PowerPoint presentation of their work for after half term and these 

will be available as a virtual assembly for the children so that they can see each others’ work. 

Each year group will also present their work in a PowerPoint that will be blogged to you on the year group 

blog. We look forward to seeing the children’s work. 

Also, our flags have been put together and will soon adorn our Upper School Hall and also, after half 

term, parents and carers will have an opportunity to visit the school hall and see them in all of their glory! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 children produced work at the start of term about them-

selves. After Lockdown it was important for children to celebrate 

what they do well and their special qualities and begin the new 

school year on a positive note! 

Inspired by the Rose Window in St Albans 

Abbey, Y4 have produced their own stained 

glass windows as well as silhouettes of the 

city landscape. 

The vivid pictures in Aaron Becker’s book 

called Journey have inspired Y3’s pic-

tures of different buildings in St Albans.  

A feature of Becker’s book is that there 

is often one small section on each pic-

ture painted red. 



Growing Hearts and Minds 

 

 

The ABCs of St Albans  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 5, the children have been studying map work based on the local area 

but also producing classification charts in science inspired by the entomologist 

Eleanor Omerod who lived in St Albans in the 1800’s. 

Year 6 have been producing timelines about St Albans across the ages.  

They have also written about some of the key buildings, restaurants, rivers 

and parks. 



Growing Hearts and Minds 

 
 Black History Month 

It is a shame that we can’t have parent visitors at the 

moment because you don’t have a chance to see some 

of our wall displays such as this one by Y5 that adorns 

the corridor outside our library. It celebrates the lives of 

important black men and women in history and in the 

present day, ranging from Rosa Parks and Nelson  

Mandela and mathematician Katherine Johnson to more 

recent people such ballet dancer Misty Copeland,  

gymnast Simone Biles and very topically footballer  

Marcus Rashford.  



Growing Hearts and Minds 

 

 

Anne Marie Whitton 

Inspired by the Artist Anne Marie’s Whitton’s paintings of St Albans, Year 6 have 

produced their own artwork around the theme of the buildings of St Albans, us-

ing fine tip black pens and water colours  to great effect. 

Early taster of the Flag Display! 

 

STOP PRESS!  

Whilst writing the newsletter Miss Lee and Ms Palmer began the process of 

putting the flags up with Mr de Bruin putting up the hooks and helping them 

to put it up! 



Growing Hearts and Minds 

Online Safety 
Our GDP officer and former Herts county e-safety adviser, Richard Maskrey has put to-

gether some advice for families around e-safety: 

The current Covid situation may have forced many families to stay together for more 

time than usual, and it is natural that many of you might feel online activity time limits 

for your children could be relaxed or extended to help pass the time.   

Whilst this is a parental decision, we would advise that you still ensure a balance of 

online and real-world activity.  It is important to ensure consistent supervision, to ensure 

that children remain safe during their time online, whether gaming, searching, watching 

videos/sound/images, or communicating with others.  

 Naturally there will be some suitable activities for children of all ages but equally, there 

are many risks associated with unlimited and/or unrestricted access.   

Please monitor their online activity and check that all options, on each accessible device 

within the home, are age appropriate.  For example, Whatsapp is age 16+, Twitter, Insta-

gram and many other social media apps are age 13+ . Tik-tok is shown as 13+ on some 

websites/app stores and as 16+ on others (which is not terribly helpful!) 

 Gaming has a PEGI age rating system just like the DVD classification system and it is 

easy to find out what is and what is not appropriate by visiting  

https://pegi.info/page/pegi-age-ratings. 

If you need further help locking a device down, do check out the following -  

General advice: www.internetmatters.org 

  

Apple: https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304 

  

PC: https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/family-safety 

  

Android: https://families.google.com/familylink/?
utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=families_google&utm_term=android_parental_controls&&gclid=CjwKCAj

wlbr8BRA0EiwAnt4MTsKFxUOt-WoZtMLWokCbM7TmaU2guPJPcdMivdH5u5n4zhHw10asmRoCgegQAvD_BwE 

  

Android app: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.zerodesktop.appdetox.dinnertimeplus 

Have a great half term everyone! 

We’ll see everyone back on Monday 2nd November 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpegi.info%2Fpage%2Fpegi-age-ratings&data=04%7C01%7Chead%40gardenfields.herts.sch.uk%7C1cc1ddc7b8c44391cf8c08d874eda3d5%7Caed5b3d79d684d989a069d55b2b67740%7C0%7C0%7C637387911305678901%7CUnknown%
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Chead%40gardenfields.herts.sch.uk%7C1cc1ddc7b8c44391cf8c08d874eda3d5%7Caed5b3d79d684d989a069d55b2b67740%7C0%7C0%7C637387911305688854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.apple.com%2Fen-gb%2FHT201304&data=04%7C01%7Chead%40gardenfields.herts.sch.uk%7C1cc1ddc7b8c44391cf8c08d874eda3d5%7Caed5b3d79d684d989a069d55b2b67740%7C0%7C0%7C637387911305688854%7CUnknown
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-gb%2Fmicrosoft-365%2Ffamily-safety&data=04%7C01%7Chead%40gardenfields.herts.sch.uk%7C1cc1ddc7b8c44391cf8c08d874eda3d5%7Caed5b3d79d684d989a069d55b2b67740%7C0%7C0%7C6373879
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffamilies.google.com%2Ffamilylink%2F%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dfamilies_google%26utm_term%3Dandroid_parental_controls%26%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwlbr8BRA0EiwAnt4MTsKFxUO
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